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Unemployment Rates 
(SA - Seasonally Adjusted, NSA - Not Seasonally Adjusted) 

• Preliminary 

• *** Data not available due to the benchmark process 

MSA=Metropolitan Statistical Area, MC=Micropolitan Statistical Area, LMA=Labor Market Area 

    Changes Since 

  
Jan-24* Dec-23 Jan-23 Dec-23 Jan-23 

Nebraska (SA) 2.5 *** *** *** *** 

Omaha MSA (NSA) 3.0 *** *** *** *** 

Lincoln MSA (NSA) 2.4 *** *** *** *** 

Grand Island MSA (NSA) 4.2 *** *** *** *** 

Beatrice MC (NSA) 3.1 *** *** *** *** 

Columbus MC (NSA) 2.1 *** *** *** *** 

Fremont MC (NSA) 2.7 *** *** *** *** 

Hastings MC (NSA) 2.6 *** *** *** *** 

Kearney MC (NSA) 2.1 *** *** *** *** 

Lexington MC (NSA) 2.9 *** *** *** *** 

Norfolk MC (NSA) 2.2 *** *** *** *** 

North Platte MC (NSA) 2.4 *** *** *** *** 

Scottsbluff MC (NSA) 3.0 *** *** *** *** 

Red Willow-Hitchcock LMA (NSA) 2.0 *** *** *** *** 

United States (SA) 3.7 *** *** *** *** 
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 Beatrice MC 
(Gage County) 

Columbus MC 
(Platte County) 

Fremont MC 
(Dodge County) 

Hastings 
MC (Adams 

County) 

Kearney MC 
(Buffalo & Kearney 

Counties) 

Labor Force Total 10,884 18,327 20,815 17,028 32,149 

Employment 10,550 17,947 20,248 16,581 31,470 

Unemployment 334 380 567 447 679 

Unemployment Rate 3.1 2.1 2.7 2.6 2.1 

Nonfarm Employment 8,977 19,772 18,874 15,631 30,228 

Agriculture Forestry  
Fishing and Hunting 

0 0 0 0 0 

Mining Quarrying and  
Oil and Gas Extraction 

***** ***** ***** 17 ***** 

Utilities ***** ***** ***** ***** 49 

Construction 368 1,228 917 841 1,365 

Manufacturing 1,648 6,230 4,664 3,018 3,820 

Wholesale Trade 334 634 858 632 1,295 

Retail Trade 1,213 2,100 2,674 1,575 3,388 

Transportation and Warehousing 357 447 777 302 951 

Information 65 160 85 113 ***** 

Finance and Insurance 266 610 510 478 861 

Real Estate and Rental and Leasing 34 111 120 95 ***** 

Professional Scientific and  
Technical Services 

124 366 240 325 975 

Management of Companies  
and Enterprises 

10 37 21 133 ***** 

Administrative and Support and 
Waste Management and 
Remediation Services 

141 488 820 590 1,235 

Educational Services ***** 279 ***** ***** ***** 

Health Care and Social Assistance 1,588 1,986 2,205 2,729 4,795 

Arts Entertainment and Recreation 95 186 141 117 346 

Accommodation and Food Services 534 1,337 1,348 1,402 3,290 

Other Services  
(except Public Administration) 

395 776 756 599 1,398 

Federal Government 81 85 123 102 151 

State Government 330 162 277 219 1,748 

Local Government 1,241 2,532 1,799 1,892 2,930 

January 2024*  (Not Seasonally Adjusted) 

*****  Data not available due to disclosure suppression. 
* Over the year and over the month data not available due to the benchmarking process. 
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Lexington 

MC  
(Dawson & Gosper 

Counties) 

Norfolk MC 
(Madison, Pierce & 
Stanton Counties) 

North 
Platte MC 
(Lincoln, Logan & 

McPherson Counties) 

Red Willow
-Hitchcock 

LMA  
(Red Willow and 

Hitchcock Counties) 

Scottsbluff 
MC  

(Scotts Bluff, Banner 
& Sioux Counties) 

Labor Force Total 14,657 27,610 18,637 7,066 18,920 

Employment 14,239 27,015 18,196 6,927 18,352 

Unemployment 418 595 441 139 568 

Unemployment Rate 2.9 2.2 2.4 2.0 3.0 

Nonfarm Employment 12,154 25,428 16,303 5,750 16,768 

Agriculture Forestry Fishing and Hunting 0 ***** 0 0 ***** 

Mining Quarrying and  
Oil and Gas Extraction 

***** 28 0 77 ***** 

Utilities 29 19 ***** ***** ***** 

Construction 372 1,195 ***** 228 1,043 

Manufacturing ***** 4,552 342 497 1,045 

Wholesale Trade 434 1,397 ***** 350 ***** 

Retail Trade 1,206 3,125 ***** 804 ***** 

Transportation and Warehousing ***** 1,030 2,687 313 987 

Information 62 ***** 139 ***** 215 

Finance and Insurance 391 1,095 ***** ***** 630 

Real Estate and Rental and Leasing 99 ***** 132 ***** 108 

Professional Scientific and  
Technical Services 

***** 498 ***** ***** ***** 

Management of Companies and 
Enterprises 

111 107 31 ***** ***** 

Administrative and Support and Waste 
Management and Remediation Services ***** ***** 242 ***** ***** 

Educational Services ***** 378 325 ***** 316 

Health Care and Social Assistance ***** 3,885 ***** 743 ***** 

Arts Entertainment and Recreation ***** ***** 156 21 136 

Accommodation and Food Services ***** ***** 1,668 523 1,557 

Other Services  
(except Public Administration) 

409 802 ***** 245 656 

Federal Government 87 190 264 81 158 

State Government 158 585 403 183 515 

Local Government 2,330 3,244 2,262 1,001 2,660 

January 2024*  (Not Seasonally Adjusted) 

*****  Data not available due to disclosure suppression. 
* Over the year and over the month data not available due to the benchmarking process. 


